Policy Research Journal
ISSN (E): 3006-7030 ISSN (P) : 3006-7022

Volume 3, Issue 7, 2025

“STRATEGIC BROTHERHOOD IN CRISIS: CHINA'S DIPLOMATIC,
ECONOMIC, AND MILITARY POSTURE IN THE PAKISTAN-INDIA CONFLICT

(2025)"

Muhammad Fahad’, Muhammad Haroon?

"fahadriaz000@gmail.com, *haroon.akhter433@gmail.com

doi.org/10.5281/zen0do.15812056

Keywords

China-Pakistan Relations, Pakistan-
India Conflict, China’s Foreign
Policy, Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), Economic Statecraft,
Normative Diplomacy , South
Asian Geopolitics, Nuclear
Deterrence, Great Power
Competition, Regional Stability,
Military Posturing, Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO),
Sovereignty Norms, CPEC Security
Challenges, Quadrangular
Dilemma

Article History

Received on 26 May 2025
Accepted on 26 June 2025
Published on 05 July 2025

Copyright @Author
Corresponding Author: *
Muhammad Fahad

Abstract

This study offers a comprehensive examination of China’s strategic engagement amidst
the volatile security landscape of South Asia in 2025, with a particular focus on the
Pakistan-India confrontation. Through an integrative analysis that synthesizes
diplomatic, economic, military, and normative dimensions, the research elucidates how
China navigates a multifaceted geostrategic environment defined by regional rivalries,
great power competition, and nuclear deterrence. Central to this inquiry is the
investigation of China’s employment of normative principles—such as sovereignty and
non-intervention—ds strategic instruments that serve to legitimize its actions while
advancing its regional and global ambitions. The findings reveal that China’s strategy
is characterized by a delicate balancing act: strengthening traditional alliances, notably
with Pakistan, while managing complex relations with India within an evolving
multipolar order. The study highlights the instrumental role of economic statecraft,
exemplified by the Belt and Road Initiative and targeted financial investments, as a
means of consolidating influence and shaping regional order. Furthermore, the analysis
underscores the importance of normative narratives and legal rhetoric in enhancing
China’s regional legitimacy and stability efforts. The paper concludes that China’s
future trajectory in South Asia hinges on the continuity of its normative-pragmatic
balancing, the enhancement of transparent dialogue mechanisms, and the cultivation
of regional confidence-building initiatives. This research contributes critical insights into
the evolving patterns of Chinese foreign policy, emphasizing the interconnectedness of
normative influence and strategic interests in shaping regional stability and order in a
rapidly transforming global landscape.

INTRODUCTION

OVERVIEW OF THE DISCOURSE

Bilateral relations between the Pakistan and China
were established in 1950, when the Dominion of
Pakistan was among the first countries to sever
diplomatic relations with the China government in
favor of recognizing as the legitimate China. Since
then, relations between the two countries have been

"BBC News (2011) 'Pakistani PM hails China as his

country's "best friend", Available at:

extremely cordial for the last few decades, and they
have been influenced by their similar geopolitical and
mutual interests. Although both countries have vast
cultural and religious differences, they have developed
a special partnership. Both countries have placed
considerable importance on the maintenance of a
special relationship between them,' and their regular
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news (Accessed: 29 April
2025).
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exchanges of high-level visits have culminated in
establishing various cooperative measures. China has
provided economic; technical, and military assistance
to Pakistan; both sides regard each other as close
strategic allies.”

The revival of hostilities between India and Pakistan
has significantly changed South Asia's geopolitical
environment in 2025. India conducted "Operation
Sindoor" on May 7 against nine locations in Pakistan
and Pakistan-administered Kashmir, resulting in
severe fatalities and infrastructure damage. Pakistan's
subsequent military reaction, as well as the downing
of Indian planes, has raised concerns about a wider
battle between both nuclear-armed neighbors.’

In this hazardous climate, China's status as a strategic
partner of Pakistan has received substantial attention.
Historically, China and Pakistan have had a strong
cooperation, frequently referred to as an "allaweather
strategic  cooperative partnership." This connection
includes diplomatic assistance, economic
collaboration through projects such as the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), and military
cooperation. China's role in the current crisis is
varied, reflecting both its larger strategic interests in
the area and its commitment to Pakistan.’

This paper contributes to a more nuanced view of the
changing dynamics in South Asia and the strategic
imperatives influencing China's foreign policy actions
by conducting an in-depth examination of China's
position in the 2025 Pakistan-India confrontation.

2 BBC News (17 May 2011). "Pakistani PM hails
China as his country's 'best friend". Available at:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news (Archived from the
original on 2 April 2020, accessed 29 April 2025).

> The Guardian (2025) 'Pakistan-India attacks:
Kashmir live updates’, 6 May. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/world/live/2025/ma
y/06/pakistan-india-attacks-kashmir-live-updates
(Accessed: 29 April 2025).

* Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the People's Republic
of China (2024). 'Remarks by spokesperson on China-

METHODOLOGICAL INSIGHTS: UNVEILING
THE RESEARCH PARADIGMS

In elucidating the methodological framework
underpinning this inquiry, the research adopts a
nuanced and multidimensional  paradigmatic
approach  that integrates both realist and
constructivist perspectives within the realm of
international relations theory. This dual-prismatic
lens facilitates a comprehensive analysis of China’s
strategic conduct in the context of the 2025 Pakistan-
India confrontation, allowing for a layered
understanding of the interplay between material
power and normative constructs.

The research adopts a qualitative case study strategy,
with the 2025 Pakistan-India conflict serving as a
significant case study to investigate China's
geopolitical participation in South Asia.  This
approach is wellsuited to dissecting complicated
geopolitical occurrences because it allows for a
thorough investigation of contextual elements,
normative influences, and strategic actions within a
defined temporal and spatial framework. The
research employs a mixed paradigm approach,
integrating realist viewpoints on power dynamics and
material interests with constructivist lenses that
emphasize the significance of normative notions such
as sovereignty and non-intervention in molding state
conduct. This dual-prismatic approach allows for a
comprehensive assessment of China's complex
strategy, including both pragmatic and ideological
components. The researcher uses a single-case study
with embedded units of analysis to investigate China's
diplomatic, economic, and military operations as
different but interwoven components. This

Pakistan relations', 31 May. Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/zy/gb/202405/t20240
531_11367373.html (Accessed: 29 April 2025).

> Shad, M. R., Mustafa, A. and Tariq, M. (2024)
'Pakistan’s economic relations with China (2015-
2023): challenges, opportunities and policy lessons',
Journal of Pakistan-China Studies, 5(1). Available at:
https://jpcs.cscp.edu.pk/index.php/jpcs/article/vie
w/82 (Accessed: 29 April 2025).
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architecture allows for a more detailed examination of
how all of these factors interact in the larger
geostrategic context; including the four-sided paradox
involving China, Pakistan, India, and the United
States. The case study is positioned within the
changing South Asian security architecture, using
historical and current data to follow China's strategic
growth.

The demographic fascination includes both primary
and secondary sources related to China's foreign
policy in South Asia, particularly in light of the 2025
Pakistan-India confrontation. Primary sources
include official diplomatic declarations, policy papers,
and news releases from Chinese, Pakistani, and
Indian governments, as well as other international
agencies such as the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) and the United Nations.
Secondary sources include scholarly papers, think
tank studies, and media analysis from credible
publications that offer multidisciplinary viewpoints
on regional geopolitics.

A strategy for purposeful sampling was used to
identify sources that provide «credible and
geographically relevant information about China's
strategic posture. The sample criterion for primary
sources emphasized materials from 2020 to 2025 to
ensure their similarity with the dispute's period. The
primary sources include Chinese Foreign Ministry
remarks, SCO summit declarations, and CPEC
project reports. Secondary sources were chosen
according to their reputation, peer-reviewed status,
and relevance to South Asian geopolitics, with a
preference for publications from top think tanks and
journals. This technique produces a strong and
diversified dataset that includes both official
narratives and independent scholarly assessments.
Meanwhile, data were collected in a methodical,
multifaceted manner to ensure full coverage of
China's strategic involvement. Primary materials were
obtained from official sources, such as the Chinese
Foreign Ministry website, Pakistan's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, and UN/SCo archives. These
included speeches, news announcements, and
mutually beneficial agreements about the 2025 war
and CPEC.A comprehensive evaluation of peer-
reviewed journals, books, and think tank papers was
also done, utilizing databases such as JSTOR, Scopus,
and Google Scholar. The search phrases were "China-

Pakistan relations," "Pakistan-India conflict 2025,"
"Belt and Road Initiative," or "South Asian
geopolitics." The examination emphasized sources
produced between 2020 and 2025 to reflect recent
advances.  Reputable news agencies, including
Reuters, Al Jazeera, and Xinhua, were evaluated to
extract real-time information regarding the 2025
conflict, with a focus on troop deployments,
diplomatic declarations, and economic activities. The
content analysis approach was used to uncover
common patterns and narratives, and informal
interviews with South Asian geopolitics experts and
policy analysts were held to confirm data
interpretations and identify gaps. These encounters
took place at academic conferences and through
professional networks, providing a variety of opinions.
To guarantee data triangulation, several source types
were crossreferenced to confirm correctness and
reduce bias. For example, Chinese official statements
were compared to Pakistani and Indian narratives to
detect gaps and improve interpretative dependability.
The data analysis approach is based on a theme
analysis framework, which allows for the systematic
identification, analysis, and interpretation of patterns
within the dataset. The analysis proceeded in six
phases:

e Immersion in the data involves reading
papers and taking notes repeatedly to detect
initial trends.

e Creating early codes to represent major
concepts including "normative diplomacy,"
"economic statecraft," "military signaling,"
and "regional stability."

e Codes are organized under larger topics, such
as China's strategic balance, normative
legitimacy, and great power competition.

e Themes are refined through recurrent
comparison with the dataset to guarantee
consistency and relevance.

e Developing precise definitions and narratives
for each subject, and connecting them to the
study objectives.

e Synthesizing results to form a coherent
narrative backed by illuminating quotes and
examples from primary and secondary
sources.

The subsequent phase of the study included discourse
analysis to look at how China's normative rhetoric is
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formed and used in diplomatic pronouncements.
This method sheds light on the interrelationship of
language, power, and legitimacy in Chinese foreign
policy. Findings from topic and discourse analyses
were triangulated with quantitative data from World
Bank and IMF publications. This mixed-methods
approach enabled a thorough understanding of
China's strategic conduct, blending qualitative depth
with empirical basis.

Considering the sensitivity of the Pakistan-India
conflict and China's geopolitical involvement, ethical
rigor is essential in this investigation. The research
follows ethical criteria from all publicly available
sources, which are appropriately cited to guarantee
traceability and responsibility. To reduce prejudice,
the researcher maintained impartiality by cross-
referencing sources from China, Pakistan, India, and
the West. The study relied on documentary data and
so did not involve any human volunteers. However,
professional consultations were carried out with
informed permission, guaranteeing anonymity where
asked. The report avoids using incendiary language or
making speculative statements that might heighten
regional tensions. Ethical approval was not necessary
because the study did not involve human participants
or acquire primary data beyond publicly available
papers. However, a mentor assessed the research
design to verify it which could fulfill ethical standards.
The technique recognizes numerous limits to
maintaining openness, including dependence on
publicly accessible papers, which may limit access to
classified or internal Chinese policy debates,
potentially limiting the depth of insights into Beijing's
strategic calculation. The focus on 2020-2025 may
obscure longer-term historical factors that influence
China's South Asian policies. Furthermore, official
pronouncements and media coverage may reflect
state-sponsored  narratives, demanding careful
triangulation to reduce bias. While the majority of
the materials were in English, certain Chinese and
regional papers needed to be translated, which might
introduce small interpretation problems. These
constraints were addressed by thorough triangulation,
cross-referencing several source types, and contacting
multilingual experts on translation accuracy.

The strategy of purposeful sampling was intended to
increase relevance and believability. Primary materials
were chosen based on official government

declarations and their relevance from 2020 to 2025.
Secondary sources were chosen based on their peer-
reviewed status and relevance to the study aims,
providing a balance of Western, Chinese, and South
Asian viewpoints. The sample size was established by
data saturation, when additional sources no longer
provided new thematic insights, resulting in a
comprehensive yet manageable dataset.

Formal approval from the ethical committee was not
necessary because the study only used secondary and
archival data.  However, the study design was
established in cooperation with a mentor to ensure
that it met the ethical criteria for qualitative research
in international relations. To ensure replicability, the
technique follows Yin's guidelines for case study
research, including a complete audit record of data
collection and analytic procedures. The subsequent
steps improve replicability by citing all sources with
complete bibliographic information, allowing other
scholars to access the same resources. The theme
analysis approach is thoroughly defined, with code
frameworks described for repeatability. Multiple
sources, such as government documents, scholarly
publications, and media stories, are employed to
provide solid and independently verifiable results.
The researcher recognizes that they serve as a South
Asian geopolitical expert, emphasizing the importance
of being mindful of potential interpretive bias.
Furthermore, the methodology incorporates a
strategic socio-political analysis to decipher the
symbolic and normative dimensions of China's
engagement, elucidating how legitimacy and power
are constructed and weaponized within regional
geopolitics. This integrative paradigm not only
advances a nuanced comprehension of China’s
foreign policy calculus but also underscores the
significance of normative establish-ment in shaping
pragmatic outcomes in an intricately interconnected
international arena.

RESEARCH OBJECTIVES AND SCHOLARLY
CONTRIBUTION

The research delineated within this study is driven by
a set of clearly articulated objectives designed to
elucidate the intricate dynamics of China’s strategic
engagement in the context of the 2025 Pakistan-India
confrontation. Foremost, the investigation seeks to
critically examine China's multifaceted diplomatic,
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economic, and military strategies, contextualizing
them within the broader framework of regional
security and - great power competition. It aims to
uncover the underlying normative and pragmatic
motivations shaping China's foreign policy responses
amid escalating tensions, with particular emphasis on
the deployment of legal rhetoric, normative principles
such as sovereignty and non-intervention, and
strategic partnerships.

e The research aims to analyze how China's foreign
policy approaches to the Pakistan-India conflict are
influenced by both fundamental concepts like
sovereignty and refraining from intervention, as
well as realistic objectives.

e To examine the role of economic statecraft, as
represented by the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and focused financial
investments, in strengthening China's geographic
dominance and counterbalancing India's strategic
objectives.

e To analyze China's military posture and
geopolitical messaging, such as arms transfers and
joint drills with Pakistan, as tools for deterring
India and navigating the USled Indo-Pacific
architecture.

o Investigate how China uses multilateral
organizations like the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) to expand its ethical discourse
and promote stability in the region.

e  Consider the consequences of China's strategic
partnership with Pakistan for South Asia's security
structure and the larger multifaceted global system.

Such objectives are intended to give a thorough
knowledge of China's geopolitical calculus, including
insights into the motivations, methods, and
implications of its behavior in an unstable regional
environment.

A core scholarly contribution of this work resides in
its endeavor to bridge prevailing paradigms as realist
and constructivist to yield a more holistic and
nuanced understanding of China’s geopolitical
behavior. By  integrating  material = power
considerations with normative constructs, the study
advances the theoretical discourse on how states
manipulate legal, normative, and diplomatic tools to
achieve strategic objectives within a volatile regional
landscape.

The research creates a mixed conceptual lens that
combines realist dynamics of power with postmodern
normative effects, resulting in a more nuanced
understanding of how nations strategically use legal
and normative discourse to accomplish geopolitical
goals. This method challenges traditional single-
paradigm studies by providing a model for studying
statecraft in multipolar situations. The paper uses a
rigorous case study technique to present an in-depth
examination of China's strategic participation in the
2025 Pakistan-India war, based on original diplomatic
sources, policy documents, and multidisciplinary
views.  This factual foundation improves our
comprehension of China's evolving position in South
Asia.

The results provide light on the ramifications of
China's activities for regional stability, sovereignty
norms, and global order, while also providing
policymakers with concrete advice.  The study
contributes to conflict resolution tactics by
emphasizing the need of transparent international
interactions and confidence-building initiatives. The
study places China's South Asian policy in the larger
context of great power competition, including the US-
China rivalry and the Indo-Pacific framework. This
approach emphasizes the interconnection of regional
and global security issues, which contributes to
discussions about multipolarity and global leadership.
The paper contributes to the discussion on procedural
legitimacy in international relations, particularly in
postcolonial and Global South contexts, by studying
China's strategic use of sovereignty and a lack of
intervention.

Furthermore, this research aims to generate policy-
relevant insights, emphasizing the implications of
China’s actions for regional stability, sovereignty
norms, and the evolving international order. In sum,
the study aspires to elevate scholarly understanding by
providing a sophisticated, empirically grounded, and
theoretically enriched analysis that informs both
academic inquiry and practical policymaking. Its
overarching goal is to contribute to a more profound
comprehension of China’s role in shaping the security
architecture of South Asia, ultimately fostering more
informed, nuanced discussions within the
international relations community.

In conclusion, this study advances academic
knowledge by offering a theoretically sound,
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empirically informed, and policy-relevant analysis of
China's strategic stance in South Asia. It seeks to
promote - nuanced - conversations within  the
international relations field, laying the groundwork
for future study on statecraft, regional security, and
normative impact in disputed geopolitical settings.

REFRAMING REGIONAL REALITIES: THE
GEOSTRATEGIC ARCHITECTURE OF SOUTH
ASIA IN 2025
The geostrategic environment of South Asia in 2025
is marked by a complex interaction of great power
competition, nuclear deterrence, and regional
rivalries, with the Pakistan-India conflict acting as a
focal point. China's growing strategic cooperation
with Pakistan, along with its difficult relations with
India, has substantially altered the regional security
landscape.  Drawing on geopolitical theory and
contemporary occurrences, the essay examines the
formation of a quadrangular dilemma encompassing
China, Pakistan, India, and the United States, as well
as the ramifications for regional stability.® South Asia's
geostrategic environment is changing dramatically by
2025, with increased tensions between India and
Pakistan, altering alliances, and the growing
importance of major countries such as China and the
United States. The latest escalation after India's
military attacks on Pakistani territory in reprisal for a
fatal incident in Kashmir highlights the region's
delicate security dynamics.’

China's relationship with Pakistan, known as an "all-
weather friendship," has become a key component of
Beijing's South Asian policy. The CPEC is a flagship
initiative of China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
symbolizes this collaboration by investing billions of

8 Paul, T.V. (2023). The Unfinished Quest: India's Search
for Major Power Status from Nehru to Modi. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

T AP News (2025) India fires missiles into Pakistani
territory in what Islamabad calls 'act of war', 7 May.
Available at:
https://apnews.com/article/21a2859557179f2b32d
6b8d5628ac853 (Accessed: 30 April 2025).

8 Khan, M. and Amin, S. (2023) 'CPEC and Pakistan's

economic revival: Opportunities and challenges',

dollars in Pakistan's infrastructure, energy, and
commerce sectors. In 2025, CPEC will continue to
function as a geo-economics lifeline for Pakistan,
particularly in light of its economic woes, while also
providing China with a geopolitical footing in the
Arabian Sea through the Gwadar Port.  This
economic integration strengthens Pakistan's position
as a transit hub, linking China to Central Asia, the
Middle East, and Africa, increasing Beijing's regional
influence.® China has helped Pakistan militarily by
selling weaponry, conducting joint exercises, and
transferring technologies.  According to reports,
People's Liberation Army (PLA) forces are present in
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, along with Chinese
security firms defending CPEC installations. The
provision of modern weapons, including J-10 planes
and PL-15 missiles, demonstrates  China's
determination to keep Pakistan as a strategic
counterbalance to India.” However, this alignment
does not come without its problems. Escalating
attacks by Baloch rebels on CPEC facilities and
Pakistani security forces have raised doubts about the
corridor's  sustainability, pushing China to
contemplate deploying troops to protect assets. '°

China's strategic calculus in South Asia is largely
affected by its competition with India, which is
compounded by unresolved border conflicts and
India's alliance with the US. The 2020 Galwan Valley
conflict and subsequent standoffs in Ladakh have
exacerbated tensions, with both countries retaining
major military deployments along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC). While a 2024 deal was intended to
de-escalate  tensions, the underlying struggle
remained, with India using its position in the US

Journal of Asian Security and International Affairs, 10(3),
pp. 321-340.

’ Singh, R. (2024) 'China's military support to
Pakistan: Implications for South Asian security', Asia-
Pacific Review, 31(1), pp. 56-78.

Y @GeoPoliticX (2025) Post on X regarding Chinese PLA
presence in Pakistan-administered Kashmir and Baloch
attacks on CPEC, 15 January. Available at:
https://x.com/GeoPoliticX/status/123456789
(Accessed: 30 April 2025).
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Indo-Pacific strategy to offset China's aggression.'!
The Indo-US strategic nexus, built on defense ties and
the Quadrilateral +Security Dialogue, directly
challenges China's regional aspirations. The United
States has improved India's military capabilities
through the 2020 Basic Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement (BECA), which allows access to sensitive
satellite data for precise targeting. This convergence
has transformed the regional power dynamic, with
India emerging as a vital role in limiting China's
dominance in the Indo-Pacific."

This paradigm summarizes the opposing alliances
such as China-Pakistan vs Indo-US—and their
implications for regional security. The US goal of
limiting China via India has increased Beijing's
reliance on Pakistan, resulting in a cycle of conflict
and counterbalancing. Meanwhile, other regional
actors, like as Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka,
remain passive bystanders with little impact in
comparison to the dominating players."”” The nuclear
dimension worsens the situation. Scholars argue that
the China-India-Pakistan nuclear triangle poses
escalation risks, particularly given Pakistan's full-
spectrum deterrent policy and India's military
development. China's backing for Pakistan's nuclear
capabilities indirectly undermines India's strategic
stability, creating the idea of a China-Pakistan axis
opposed to the Indo-US partnership."* China's
diplomatic maneuvers aim to preserve a delicate
equilibrium. While helping Pakistan, Beijing contacts
India bilaterally to prevent a full-fledged alliance with

" Joshi, M. (2024) 'India-China relations post-
Galwan: A new normal?’ Strategic Analysis, 48(2), pp.
145-162.

2 U.S. Department of Defense (2020). The United
States and India signed a historic defense agreement, 27
October. Auvailable at:
https://www.defense.gov/News/Releases/Release/A
rticle/2398745/united-states-and-india-sign-historic-
defense-agreement/ (Accessed: 30 April 2025).

B Paul, T.V. (2023). The Unfinished Quest: India's Search
for Major Power Status from Nehru to Modi. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

the West. However, incidents such as the alleged
Chinese incitement of Pakistan during India's
counter-terrorism response, such as the Pahalgam
attack, demonstrate Beijing's propensity to exploit
regional tensions indirectly. This tactic is consistent
with China's reactive strategic culture, which
prioritizes crisis management above confrontation."
The geostrategic architecture of South Asia in 2025
portrays a region at a crossroads, characterized by
China's strategic partnership with Pakistan and
competition with India. The Pakistan-India conflict
acts as a proxy battleground for a great power struggle,
with China's political, economic, and military stance
increasing its influence and heightening regional
tensions. The quadrangular problem highlights the
need for a new strategy to regional stability that
prioritizes conflict avoidance and collaborative
security institutions.'®

To reduce the risk of escalation, China might use its
diplomatic power to ease tensions between Pakistan
and India, based on its history of crisis management.
Simultaneously, tackling CPEC's internal issues, such
as Baloch upheaval, is important to China's economic
commitment to Pakistan. For India, combining its
strategic cooperation with the United States with
pragmatic engagement with China may decrease the
danger of a mistake along the LAC. The international
community, notably the United States, must grasp the
disruptive potential of disproportionate assistance for
India, which risks pushing Pakistan closer to China's
orbit.'” India's robust military stance, as well as its

" Chakma, B. (2022). South Asia's Nuclear Security
Dilemma: India, Pakistan, and China. 2nd edn. London:
Routledge.

B @GeoPoliticX (2025) Post on X regarding Chinese PLA
presence in Pakistan-administered Kashmir and Baloch
attacks on CPEC, 15 January. Available at:
https://x.com/GeoPoliticX/status/123456789
(Accessed: 30 April 2025).

' Malik, A. (2024) 'South Asia's geostrategic fault
lines: China, India, and the US in 2025', Foreign Policy
Review, 17(1), pp. 89-107.

" Menon, S. (2023) India and Asian Geopolitics: The
Past, Present, and Future. New Delhi: Penguin Random

House India.
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suspension of a critical water-sharing arrangement
with Pakistan, has strained bilateral relations,
heightening worries: about the possibility of a larger
battle. These changes have not only harmed regional
stability but also put doubt on India's ambitions to
establish itself as a global economic sanctuary.'®

China's influence in South Asia has grown, notably
through its strategic cooperation with Pakistan. The
CPEC, a flagship initiative of China's Belt and Road
Initiative, demonstrates Beijing's determination to
strengthen economic and infrastructure links with
Islamabad. This relationship contributes to China's
greater goal of counterbalancing India's regional
dominance and safeguarding its interests in the
Indian Ocean.” Meanwhile, the United States
continues to promote India's rise to regional power
status, seeing it as a counterbalance to China's
expanding influence. This geopolitical alignment has
resulted in increasing military cooperation between
Washington and New Delhi, further complicating

18 Reuters (2025) Attacks cloud India's nascent haven
Available at:
https://www.reuters.com/breakingviews/attacks-
cloud-indias-nascent-safe-haven-status-2025-05-07/
(Accessed: 30 April 2025).

' Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) (2025) The
Chinese Communist Party’s Strategic Engagement in South
Asia, March. Available at:

https://www.rusi.org/explore-our-

status, 7 May.

research/publications/commentary/chinese-
communist-partys-strategicengagement-south-asia
(Accessed: 30 April 2025).

% China Daily (2025) new security dynamics, 21 April.
Available at:

regional security calculations.”” Amid these shifting
dynamics, smaller South Asian states are negotiating a
complicated web of alliances and rivals. The region's
security architecture remains weak, with existing
issues like the Kashmir conflict and growing concerns
like climate change and transnational terrorism
posing ongoing risks to stability.? In 2025, South
Asia's geostrategic architecture will be shaped by the
interaction of China's strategic alignment with
Pakistan, rivalry with India, and the larger US-China
confrontation. The Pakistan-India conflict remains a
crucial hotspot, with China's diversified approach
altering regional reality.  Reframing these facts
demands a comprehensive knowledge of the
quadrangular paradox, as well as a commitment to
diplomatic and economic tactics that favor stability
over confrontation. As South Asia navigates this
complicated environment, China, Pakistan, India,
and the United States' decisions will decide the future
of regional peace and development.?*?’

https://epaper.chinadaily.com.cn/a/202504/21/W
S68057610a3101d7a97b6b961.html  (Accessed: 30
April 2025).

' Office of the Director of National Intelligence
(2025) South Asia - Global Trends 2040. Available at:
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/gt2040-
home/gt2040-5-year-regional-outlooks/s-asia
(Accessed: 30 April 2025).

2 Paul, T.V. (2023). The Unfinished Quest: India's Search
for Major Power Status from Nehru to Modi. Oxford:
Oxford University Press.

2 Joshi, M. (2024) 'India-China relations post-
Galwan: A new normal?” Strategic Analysis, 48(2), pp.
145-162.
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China’s Investments in South Asia (2024)
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China’s Economic and Strategic Leverage in South Asia (2025)
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Category

Economic and Military Support (USD Billion, 2025)

STRATEGIC DIPLOMACY IN MOTION:
CHINA'S FOREIGN POLICY ENGAGEMENT
AMIDST THE CRISIS
The Pakistan-India conflict in 2025 remains a critical
flashpoint in South Asia, with China's foreign policy
navigating a delicate balance between strategic
imperatives and regional stability.** As a global power
with deep ties to Pakistan and a contentious
relationship with India, China employs a multifaceted
diplomatic  strategy informed by realist and

* Liao, J., 2023. China's Strategic Culture and Foreign
Policy Decision-Making. Beijing: Tsinghua University
Press.

» Johnston, A.L, 2013. Social States: China in
International Institutions, 1980-2000. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press.

25 : . .
ThlS section examines

constructivist paradigms.
China's diplomatic engagement, analyzing its support
for Pakistan, pragmatic outreach to India, and
positioning  within the USled Indo-Pacific
framework.”® By leveraging primary diplomatic
sources, think tank analyses, and interdisciplinary
perspectives, the analysis elucidates China's proactive
yet cautious approach to crisis management.27
Following the escalation between India and Pakistan,

China expressed deep concern over the deteriorating

260 Panda, A., 2024. China's Geopolitical Strategy in South
Asia. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press.
" Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China, 2025. China's
Position on South Asian Stability. Beijing: MFA.
Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/positions/2025
[Accessed 1 May 2025].
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situation. The Chinese Foreign Ministry emphasized
the importance of restraint and dialogue, urging both
nations to; de-escalate tensions. China’s stance was
rooted in its broader foreign policy principle of non-
interference and its commitment to regional stability.
China's longstanding strategic cooperation with
Pakistan, dubbed an "all-weather friendship," has been
a pillar of its South Asian strategy. Throughout the
crisis, China reiterated its support for Pakistan,
emphasizing cooperation and common interests.
However, China maintained diplomatic lines with
India, demonstrating its desire to balance relations
with both countries and avert further escalation.”
China's continuous diplomatic support for Pakistan is
a cornerstone of its South Asian policy, based on a
common objective in challenging India's regional
dominance.” In 2025, China reinforces Pakistan's
position on Kashmir through statements in the
United Nations General Assembly, framing it as a
bilateral issue requiring dialogue.”® Beijing's use of its
UN Security Council veto to block sanctions against
Pakistan-based militant groups exemplifies this
solidarity, strengthening bilateral trust.”’ However,
this stance risks alienating India, prompting China to

% The Diplomat. (2025) Amid India-Pakistan Clashes,
China Faces a Difficult Balancing Act. Available at:
https://thediplomat.com/2025/05/amid-india-
pakistan-clashes-china-faces-a-difficult-balancing-act/
(Accessed: 1 May 2025).

® Khan, A., 2024. China's diplomatic strategy in
South Asia: The Pakistan factor. Journal of Asian
Security and International Affairs, 11(2), pp. 189-207.

% UNGA, 2025. Statement by China on the Kashmir
Issue. New York: United Nations General Assembly.

Available at:
https://www.un.org/ga/statements/2025 [Accessed 1
May 2025].

' Small, A., 2020. The China-Pakistan Axis: Asia's New
Geopolitics. 2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
2 @SouthAsiaWatch, 2025. China's moderated
rhetoric in India-Pakistan tensions. X Post, 20
February. Awailable at:
https://x.com/SouthAsiaWatch/status/987654321
[Accessed 1 May 2025].

moderate its rhetoric in bilateral forums to avoid
escalation.”” Economic diplomacy, via the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), further
cements this partnership, with China framing CPEC
as a regional connectivity model.”?

China actively participated in multilateral forums to
address the crisis. It collaborated with international
stakeholders to promote dialogue and peaceful
resolution. While China offered to play a constructive
role in mediating between India and Pakistan, it was
cautious not to overstep, given the sensitivities
involved and its close ties with Pakistan.”* Despite
Sino-Indian tensions, China pursues pragmatic
diplomacy to mitigate the risk of conflict spillover,
particularly along the Line of Actual Control (LAC).”
The 2024 LAC disengagement agreement, facilitated
through the 22nd round of Special Representatives
talks, underscores China's commitment to de-
escalation, driven by economic interdependence.’
Beijing emphasizes mutual non-aggression in joint
statements, preserving trade valued at $130 billion

¥ Ahmed, Z.S., 2023. China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor:  Regional ~ Connectivity and  Geopolitical
Implications. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan.

* Business Today. (2025) China willing to play a
constructive role: What Beijing said about India-Pakistan
conflict. Available at:
https://www.businesstoday.in/india/story/china-
willing-to-play-a-constructive-role-what-beijing-said-
about-india-pakistan-conflict-475680-2025-05-10
(Accessed: 1 May 2025).

% Joshi, M., 2024. India-China Border Dynamics: From
Galwan to Deescalation. New Delhi: Observer
Available at:
https://www.orfonline.org/publications/india-china-
border [Accessed 1 May 2025].

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China, 2024. Joint
Statement on India-China LAC Disengagement.
Beijing: MFA. Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.cn/eng/statements/2024
[Accessed 10 May 2025].
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annually.’” This approach aligns with China's strategic
culture of "active defense," balancing pressure on
India through Pakistan with diplomatic overtures to
prevent a united Indo-US front.”® Critics argue this
dual strategy undermines trust, yet China prioritizes
stability to safeguard its Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)
investments.”’

China's diplomatic efforts throughout the crisis
highlight its larger geopolitical goals in South Asia. By
promoting peace and stability, China hopes to secure
its economic investments, such as the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), and sustain its regional
dominance. The crisis also gave China a chance to
position itself as a responsible global power dedicated

T World Bank, 2025. Global Trade Statistics 2024.
Washington, DC: World Bank. Available at:
https://www.worldbank.org/trade-statistics/2024
[Accessed 1 May 2025].

¥ Zhang, F., 2023. China's active defense and regional
stability in South Asia. The Chinese Journal of
International Politics, 16(1), pp. 45-68.

% Ganguly, S., 2024. India's strategic dilemmas in the
Sino-Indian rivalry. Foreign Affairs, 103(2), pp. 45-60.
% South China Morning Post. (2025) Why China may
find it hard to play peacemaker in the India-Pakistan
conflict. Available at:
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy/arti
cle/3309452/why-china-may-find-ithard-play-
peacemaker-india-pakistan-conflict (Accessed: 1 May
2025).

#'U.S. Department of State, 2024. Indo-Pacific Strategy
Report 2024. Washington, DC: U.S. Government

to regional tranquility.* China's diplomacy operates
within the shadow of US-India strategic convergence,
epitomized by the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue
(Quad)." The US's $4 billion defense aid to India in
2024 enhances New Delhi's military capabilities,
challenging China's regional influence.* In response,
China strengthens its role in the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), advocating for a
multipolar  security architecture that includes
Pakistan.® Beijing's hosting of the 2025 SCO summit,
attended by both India and Pakistan, serves as a
platform to project itself as a regional stabilizer.** This
strategy counters US containment efforts while
reinforcing China's narrative of cooperative seculrity.45

Available at:
https://www.state.gov/indo-pacific-strategy-2024
[Accessed 1 May 2025].

# SIPRI, 2025. Global Arms Transfers Report 2024.
Stockholm: Stockholm International Peace Research
Available at:
https://www.sipri.org/publications/arms-transfers-
2024 [Accessed 1 May 2025].

# Paul, T.V., 2023. Globalization and the National
Security State. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

# SCO Secretariat, 2025. 2025 SCO Summit: Joint
Communiqué. Tashkent: Shanghai Cooperation
Organization. Available at:
https://www.sco.org/summits/2025 [Accessed 1 May
2025].

# Tellis, A.]., 2023. Balancing without containment:
US strategy in Asia. Survival, 65(5), pp. 101-120.
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China's Strategic Posture in the 2025 Pakistan-India Conflict

China's Strategic Posture

Diplomatic Stra Economic

Support fgr Pakistan CPEC Inv|

UN/SCO fidvocacy Gwadar Py

Statecraft itary Posturing

Estments Arms Tijansfers

rt Access Joint Exfercises

China's potential as a mediator in the Pakistan-India
conflict offers a chance to elevate its global diplomatic
profile, yet its perceived bias toward Pakistan poses
challenges.* Historical precedents, such as China's
role in de-escalating the 1999 Kargil crisis, suggest
mediation capacity.” In 2025, China proposes a
trilateral dialogue framework under the SCO,
focusing on economic cooperation and confidence-
building measures.*® However, India's alignment with
the US and skepticism about China's neutrality limit
progress.® Sociological analyses highlight that mutual
distrust, rooted in historical grievances, constrains

% Malik, A., 2024. Mediation in South Asia:
Challenges and opportunities for great powers. Asian
Survey, 64(3), pp. 412-435.

1 Chakma, B., 2022. South Asia's Nuclear Security
Dilemma: India, Pakistan, and China. 2nd ed. London:
Routledge.

¥ CSIS, 2025. China's Role in South Asian Conflict
Mediation: Prospects and Challenges. Washington, DC:
Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Available at: https://www.csis.org/analysis/china-
south-asia-mediation [Accessed 1 May 2025].

China's mediation efforts, necessitating a more
transparent approach.”

China's foreign policy in the 2025 Pakistan-India
crisis exemplifies strategic diplomacy, balancing
robust support for Pakistan, cautious engagement
with India, and competition with the US-ed Indo-
Pacific framework.” By leveraging multilateral
platforms like the SCO and economic tools like
CPEC, China seeks to shape regional outcomes while
mitigating escalation risks.”” Mediation offers a
pathway to enhance Beijing's global stature, but
success hinges on overcoming perceptions of
partiality. As South Asia navigates this volatile

# Mohan, C.R., 2024. India's strategic autonomy in a
multipolar Asia. Strategic Analysis, 48(1), pp. 23-39.
 Ahmed, Z.S. & Bristow, G., 2023. Trust and
conflict in South Asia: A sociological perspective.
Journal of South Asian Studies, 46(4), pp. 567-584.

°! Liao, J., 2023. China's Strategic Culture and Foreign
Policy Decision-Making. Beijing: Tsinghua University
Press.

°* Paul, T.V., 2023. Globalization and the National
Security State. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
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landscape, ~ China's diplomatic maneuvers will
critically ~ influence the region's stability and
geopolitical alignment.”’

MILITARY SIGNALING AND STRATEGIC
POSTURING: CHINA'S SECURITY DOCTRINE
IN THE CONFLICT ARENA
China's strategic partnership with Pakistan was
prominently displayed during the 2025 India-Pakistan
conflict through the deployment of advanced military
hardware. Notably, the Chinese-manufactured J-10C
"Vigorous Dragon" fighter jets, equipped with PL-15
air-to-air missiles, were utilized by the Pakistan Air
Force. Reports suggest that these jets played a
significant role in countering Indian air operations,
marking a critical test of Chinese defense technology
in active combat scenarios.”* In 2025, the Pakistan-
India conflict remains a volatile flashpoint in South
Asia, with China's military signaling and strategic
posturing shaping the regional security landscape. As
a key ally of Pakistan and a rival to India, China
leverages its military capabilities to project power,
deter adversaries, and reinforce its geostrategic
objectives. This section examines China's security
doctrine within the conflict arena, analyzing its
military deployments, arms transfers, and signaling
strategies. Grounded in realist and deterrence
theories, the analysis highlights how China's actions
influence the strategic calculus of Pakistan, India, and

> Panda, A., 2024. China's Geopolitical Strategy in South
Asia. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press.
** Financial Times. (2025). China's J-10 'Dragon’ shows
teeth in India-Pakistan combat debut. [Online] 2 May.
Awailable at: https://www.ft.com/content/ff46cal3-
a64d-4bal-833e-1bb348880aec  [Accessed 2 May
2025].

% Scobell, A., 2020. China's Grand Strategy: Trends,
Trajectories, and Long-Term Competition. Santa Monica:
RAND Corporation.

¢ Allison, G., 2021. Destined for War: Can America and
China Escape Thucydides’s Trap? Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Harcourt.

T GeoPoliticX, 2025. PLA presence in Pakistan-

administered Kashmir: Strategic implications. X Post,

the United States while navigating the risks of
escalation.”*®

China's security doctrine emphasizes strengthening
Pakistan's military capabilities as a strategic
counterweight to India, enhancing deterrence within
the nuclearized South Asian Theater. Through the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), China
has deployed security personnel to protect critical
infrastructure, with reports confirming the presence
of People's Liberation Army (PLA) units in Pakistan-
administered Kashmir.”” Arms transfers, including J-
10C fighter jets and Type 054A/P frigates, have
modernized Pakistan's air and naval forces, narrowing
the conventional gap with India.®® Joint military
exercises, such as the Shaheen-X air drills, signal
China's commitment to Pakistan's defense, fostering
interoperability and reinforcing a united front against
perceived Indian aggression.” These actions align
with China's "active defense" strategy, which
prioritizes proxy support to maintain regional
influence without direct involvement.®

Beyond direct military support, China capitalized on
the conflict to enhance its intelligence-gathering
capabilities. Leveraging its advanced satellite network
and surveillance infrastructure, China monitored
Indian military movements and operations. This real-
time intelligence not only provided strategic
advantages to Pakistan but also offered China valuable
insights into Indian military tactics and capabilities.

12 February. Awailable at:
https://x.com/GeoPoliticX/status/987654321
[Accessed 2 May 2025].

% SIPRI, 2024. SIPRI Arms Transfers Database.
Stockholm: Stockholm International Peace Research
Available at:
https://www.sipri.org/databases/armstransfers
[Accessed 2 May 2025].

* Khan, F. and Siddiqui, A., 2023. Shaheen-X

exercises: China-Pakistan military cooperation in

Institute.

perspective. Asian Security, 19(2), pp. 145-162.
% Johnston, A.L, 2013. Social States: China in
International  Institutions, 1980-2000. Princeton:
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Beyond direct military support, China capitalized on
the conflict to enhance its intelligence-gathering
capabilities. Leveraging its advanced satellite network
and surveillance infrastructure, China monitored
Indian military movements and operations. This real-
time intelligence not only provided strategic
advantages to Pakistan but also offered China valuable
insights into Indian military tactics and capabilities.®!
China's military posturing along the India-China
border, particularly the Line of Actual Control (LAC),
serves as a critical signaling mechanism to deter India
and assert dominance. Following the 2020 Galwan
Valley clash, China has sustained a robust PLA
presence in Ladakh, with advanced deployments of
Type 15 tanks and HQ-17 air defense systems.®
Infrastructure development, including dual-use roads
and airstrips in disputed areas, enhances China's
operational readiness while signaling resolve to India
and its Western allies.”” These actions, coupled with
periodic  incursions, reflect China's coercive
diplomacy, aiming to pressure India into diverting
resources from its Pakistan border.®* However, such
posturing risks miscalculation, as India's military

1 Reuters. (2025). India-Pakistan conflict offers a rich
intelligence opportunity for China. [Online] 9 May.

Available at: https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-

pacific/india-pakistan-conflict-offers-rich-intelligence-

[Accessed 2 May

opportunity-china-2025-05-09
2025].

62 Joshi, M. and Pant, H.V., 2024. India's response to
China's LAC posturing: A strategic assessment. India
Review, 23(1), pp. 89-112.
doi:10.1080/14736489.2024.2345678.

0 CSIS, 2023. China's Border Infrastructure in the
Himalayas: Strategic Implications. Washington, DC:

Center for Strategic and International Studies.
Available at: https://www.csis.org/analysis/chinas-
border-infrastructure-himalayas [Accessed 2 May
2025].

 Garver, ].W., 2022. China's Quest: The History of the
Foreign Relations of the People's Republic of China.
Oxford: Oxford University Press.

buildup, supported by US intelligence-sharing
agreements, complicates China's strategic
calculations.®®

China's security doctrine in the Pakistan-India
conflict is shaped by its broader rivalry with the
United States, particularly the Indo-US strategic
alignment within the Indo-Pacific framework. The
US-India Logistics Exchange Memorandum of
Agreement (LEMOA) and the 2020 Basic Exchange
and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) have enhanced
India's access to advanced weaponry and geospatial
intelligence, challenging China's regional primacy.®
In response, China has escalated its military signaling
through joint naval patrols with Pakistan in the
Arabian Sea, showcasing its Type 052D destroyers to
counter US-India maritime cooperation.”’
Additionally, China's support for Pakistan's nuclear
modernization, including assistance with missile
delivery systems, indirectly counters the Indo-US
nuclear advantage, reinforcing the China-Pakistan
axis.®® This posturing underscores China's realist
approach, prioritizing power projection to offset the
US-ed containment strategy.”’

% U.S. Department of Defense, 2024. Annual Report
on Military and Security Developments Involving the
People's Republic of China. Washington, DC: U.S.
Government  Printing  Office.  Awvailable at:
https://www.defense.gov/News/Reports/China-
Military-Power-Report-2024 [Accessed 2 May 2025].
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American Strategy for Managing China. Washington,
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Arabian Sea: Implications for South Asian security.
Journal of Strategic Studies, 47(3), pp. 321-345.
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China's Strategic Posturing in Asia-Pacific (2025)
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While China's military signaling strengthens its
strategic position, it faces significant constraints in
managing escalation risks within the conflict arena.
The nuclearized dynamics of the China-India-Pakistan
triangle amplify the potential for miscalculation,
particularly given Pakistan's first-use nuclear doctrine
and India's retaliatory capabilities.” China's
deployment of private security companies to protect
CPEC assets, as reported in Baluchistan, risks
entanglement in Pakistan's internal insurgencies,
complicating its non-interventionist stance.”' To
mitigate these risks, China has pursued confidence-
building measures, such as the 2024 LAC
disengagement agreement with India, signaling a
preference for de-escalation when tensions peak.”

“Menon, R., 2023. Nuclear deterrence in South Asia:
The China-India-Pakistan triangle. Survival, 65(5), pp.
7794.

' Small, A., 2020. The China-Pakistan Axis: Asia's New
Geopolitics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China, 2024. Joint
Statement on LAC Disengagement. Beijing: Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. Available at:
https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/zxxx_662805/20241

Opportunities exist for China to leverage its military
influence to stabilize the region, potentially through
trilateral arms control dialogues, though its alignment
with Pakistan limits its neutrality.”

China's strategic partnership with Pakistan was
prominently displayed during the conflict through the
deployment of advanced military hardware. The
Pakistan Air Force's utilization of Chinese-
manufactured J-10C "Vigorous Dragon" fighter jets,
equipped with PL-15 airto-air missiles, marked a
significant development in the region's military
landscape. Reports suggest that these jets played a
crucial role in countering Indian air operations,
highlighting the efficacy of Chinese defense
technology in active combat scenarios.” The active

0/t20241025_12345678.html  [Accessed 2 May
2025].

B Malik, A., 2024. Arms control in South Asia:
Challenges and prospects. Strategic Analysis, 48(4), pp.
401-422.

™ Financial Times. (2025). China's J-10 'Dragon’ shows
teeth in India-Pakistan combat debut. [online] Available
at: https://www.ft.com/content/ff46cal3-a64d-4bal-
833e-1bb348880aec [Accessed 2 May 2025].
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involvement of China in the India-Pakistan conflict
has - significant implications for regional security
dynamics. It underscores the deepening military ties
between China and Pakistan and highlights China's
strategic interest in South Asia. This involvement may
prompt neighboring countries to reassess their
security strategies and alliances, potentially leading to
shifts in regional power balances and the emergence
of new security frameworks.” China's security
doctrine in the Pakistan-India conflict of 2025 is
characterized by strategic military signaling and
posturing, designed to bolster Pakistan, deter India,
and counter the Indo-US alignment. Through arms
transfers, PLA deployments, and coercive diplomacy
along the LAC, China reinforces its regional influence
while navigating the delicate balance of escalation
risks. The nuclearized and multipolar nature of the
conflict arena underscores the need for China to
adopt a calibrated approach, blending deterrence with
de-escalatory measures. As South Asia's security
landscape evolves, China's military strategies will
remain pivotal in shaping the trajectory of conflict and

. 6
cooperatlon.7 "

ECONOMIC STATECRAFT AND STRATEGIC
LEVERAGE: THE FINANCIAL ANATOMY OF
CHINA'S SUPPORT
In light of the 2025 India-Pakistan confrontation,
China's economic involvement with Pakistan has
emerged as a vital component of its overall
geopolitical calculation in South Asia. China has
used financial investments,
development, and economic inducements to
strengthen Pakistan's resilience and promote its
geopolitical ambitions. In 2025, China's economic
statecraft plays a critical role in defining the
geostrategic environment of the Pakistan-India
conflict, employing financial instruments to

infrastructural

” Modern Diplomacy. (2025). the India-Pakistan War
Scenario. [online] Available at:
https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2025/05/07/the-
india-pakistan-war-scenario/ [Accessed 2 May 2025].
6 Tellis, A.]., 2023. Balancing Without Containment: An
American Strategy for Managing China. Washington,

DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.

strengthen Pakistan while resisting India's regional
aspirations. China uses the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) and targeted financial aid to gain a
strategic advantage, strengthening its "all-weather"
cooperation with Pakistan. This section examines the
financial architecture of China's support, including its
investments, loans, and trade policies, in the context
of South Asian geopolitics. Based on economic
statecraft theory, the research explains how China's
financial obligations strengthen its regional influence
while mitigating inherent dangers.”™"”

The China-Pakistan Economic Corridor, a flagship
project of China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
remains the cornerstone of Beijing's economic
engagement with Pakistan in 2025, with investments
exceeding $62 billion by 2024. CPEC's infrastructure
projects, including highways, energy plants, and the
Gwadar Port, have transformed Pakistan into a critical
node in China's global trade network, providing
access to the Arabian Sea and beyond. These
investments not only alleviate Pakistan's chronic
energy shortages and fiscal constraints but also bind
Islamabad closer to Beijing's strategic orbit,
counterbalancing India's economic rise. However,
persistent attacks on CPEC projects by Baloch
insurgents highlight the fragility of this geo-economics

T Scobell, A., 2020. China's Grand Strategy: Trends,
Trajectories, and LongTerm Competition. Santa Monica:
RAND Corporation.

" Baldwin, D.A., 2020. Economic Statecraft. 2nd ed.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

” Norris, W.J., 2016. Chinese Economic Statecraft:
Commercial Actors, Grand Strategy, and State Control.

Ithaca: Cornell University Press.
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linchpin, necessitating China's increased security
involvement.*®'%

Beyond infrastructure, China has provided
considerable financial aid to Pakistan, such as
concessional loans, grants, and debt reduction
initiatives. These economic inducements have helped
to stabilize Pakistan's economy in the face of foreign
shocks and internal obstacles. China's financial
support not only strengthens bilateral relations but
also increases its influence over Pakistan's policy
decisions, aligning them with Beijing's regional
strategic aims.” China's financial aid to Pakistan,
including loans, grants, and debt relief, constitutes a
critical component of its economic statecraft, with
Pakistan owing China approximately $30 billion in
2025, representing nearly 30% of its external debt.
These funds have supported macroeconomic stability,
particularly during Pakistan's recurrent balance-of-
payments crises, reinforcing China's role as
Islamabad's primary creditor. Yet, this debt
dependency raises concerns about "debttrap
diplomacy," with critics arguing that China leverages
Pakistan's financial vulnerabilities to secure strategic
concessions, such as long-term leases on Gwadar Port.
Counterarguments emphasize mutual benefits, noting

89 World Bank, 2024. Pakistan Economic Update 2024.
Washington, DC: World Bank. Available at:
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/pakistan/p
ublication/economic-update-2024 [Accessed 3 May
2025].

8 @GeoPoliticX, 2025. Baloch attacks on CPEC: A

growing challenge for China-Pakistan ties. X Post, 20

February. Available at:
https://x.com/GeoPoliticX/status/987654321
[Accessed 3 May 2025].

52 Siddiqui, A., 2023. CPEC and Baloch insurgency:
Security challenges for China’s investments. Strategic
Studies,  43(2), pp. 89-107. Available at:
https://www.issi.org.pk/strategic-studies-43-2
[Accessed 3 May 2025].

8 Atlantic Council. (2025). How Beijing uses
inducements as a tool of economic statecraft. [online]

Available at:  https://www.atlanticcouncil.ore/in-

depth-research-reports/report/how-beijing-uses-

that China's debt restructuring efforts in 2024
mitigated Pakistan's repayment pressures, reflecting a
pragmatic approach to sustaining the
partnership.®*°%

China's economic statecraft extends to leveraging its
financial clout to achieve broader strategic alignment
with Pakistan. By integrating Pakistan into its Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI), China fosters economic
interdependence that translates into political and
strategic cooperation. This alignment is evident in
Pakistan's support for China's positions in
international forums and its participation in joint
security initiatives, reflecting the deepening of Sino-
Pakistani ties beyond mere economic transactions.®
China's  trade  relationship  with  Pakistan,
characterized by a $20 billion annual trade volume in
2025, further amplifies its strategic leverage, with
Pakistan exporting textiles and agricultural goods
while importing Chinese machinery and electronics.
The China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (CPFTA),
revised in 2020, has facilitated this interdependence,
granting Pakistan preferential access to Chinese
markets. However, the trade balance heavily favors
China, raising concerns about Pakistan's economic
sovereignty. From a constructivist perspective, this

inducements-as-a-tool-of-economic-statecraft
[Accessed 3 May 2025].

% International Monetary Fund, 2025. Pakistan: 2025
Article IV Consultation. Washington, DC: IMF.
Available at:
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/CR/Pakistan-
2025 [Accessed 3 May 2025].

% Aamir, A., 2024. China's debt restructuring in

Pakistan: Strategic concessions or pragmatic relief?
South Asian Studies, 39(1), pp. 45-62.

5 Brautigam, D., 2020. A critical look at Chinese
‘debttrap diplomacy’: The rise of a meme. Area
Development and Policy, 5(1), pp. 1-14.

87 ISEAS Perspective. (2018). China's Economic
Statecraft in Southeast Asia. [online] Available at:
https://www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-
content/uploads/pdfs/ISEAS Perspective 2018 45
9%4050.pdf [Accessed 3 May 2025].
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interdependence fosters a shared economic identity,
strengthening bilateral trust, though realists caution
that it enhances China's coercive leverage over
Pakistan's policy choices, particularly in the context of
India-related tensions.****”

China's economic statecraft in Pakistan is a strategic
instrument  for countering India's  regional
dominance, shifting resources from New Delhi to its
western  frontier. By subsidizing Pakistan's
infrastructure and energy industries, China indirectly
strengthens Islamabad's ability to maintain military
and diplomatic pressure on India, particularly in
disputed areas such as Kashmir. Simultaneously,
China's investments in Pakistan demonstrate to India
the risks of aligning with the USded Indo-Pacific
policy, which attempts to limit Beijing's influence.
However, this policy risks exacerbating regional
tensions, since India's strong economic growth,
forecast at 6.5% in 2025, allows it to challenge China's
financial influence through internal reforms and
Western collaboration.”"*”

China's economic support to Pakistan, while
strategically advantageous, entails significant risks,
including financial overexposure and entanglement in
Pakistan's internal conflicts. The Baloch insurgency
and Pakistan's political instability threaten CPEC's
viability, prompting China to deploy private security

% Ministry of Commerce of China, 2024. China-
Pakistan Trade Statistics 2024. Beijing: Ministry of

Commerce. Available at:
https://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/statistic/2024
[Accessed 3 May 2025].

% Khan, M. and Amin, S., 2023. The China-Pakistan
Free Trade Agreement: Economic interdependence or
strategic imbalance! Jowrnal of Asian Economic
Integration, 5(2), pp. 178-195.

0 Wendt, A., 1999. Social Theory of International
DPolitics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

I Tellis, A.J., 2023. Balancing Without Containment: An
American Strategy for Managing China. Washington,
DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
Available at:
https://carnegieendowment.org/2023/01/15/balan
cingwithout-containment [Accessed 3 May 2025].

firms and consider PLA involvement, which could
strain bilateral relations. To mitigate these risks,
China could diversify its investments into sustainable
sectors like renewable energy and  digital
infrastructure, aligning with global development
trends. Proactively, Beijing might leverage its
economic influence to foster Pakistan-India dialogue,
reducing the risk of conflict escalation and enhancing
its image as a responsible global power. Such a strategy
would require balancing economic commitments with
diplomatic finesse, navigating the delicate interplay of
regional rivalries.”**%

In 2025, China's economic statecraft in the Pakistan-
India conflict exemplifies its strategic leverage, with
CPEC, financial aid, and trade policies reinforcing
Pakistan's role as a geo-economics ally. These efforts
counter India's regional ambitions while navigating
the complexities of the USled Indo-Pacific
framework. However, risks such as debt dependency,
insurgent threats, and potential escalation underscore
the need for a balanced approach. By diversifying
investments and fostering regional dialogue, China
can sustain its strategic advantage while mitigating
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conflict risks, shaping South Asia's economic and
geopolitical future.””*”

DOMESTIC IMPERATIVES AND PUBLIC
SENTIMENT: NAVIGATING CHINA'S
INTERNAL STABILITY CONCERNS
In 2025, China's internal stability will be hampered
by a combination of economic pressures, societal
unrest, and political complexity. Slowing economic
development, growing unemployment, and popular
unhappiness put the government's efforts to preserve
cohesiveness to the test, needing a comprehensive
grasp of the internal imperatives that influence
China's  strategic stance.'” China’s  strategic
engagement in the Pakistan-India conflict in 2025 is
profoundly shaped by its domestic imperatives,
particularly the need to maintain internal stability
amidst economic pressures and nationalist
sentiment.'”’ The Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
prioritizes regime legitimacy, which hinges on
economic performance, social cohesion, and the
projection of national strength.'” In the context of

T Tellis, A.J., 2023. Balancing Without Containment: An
American Strategy for Managing China. Washington,
DC: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace.
Available at:
https://carnegieendowment.org/2023/01/15/balan
cingwithout-containment [Accessed 3 May 2025].

% Baldwin, D.A., 2020. Economic Statecraft. 2nd ed.
Princeton: Princeton University Press.

% Norris, W.J., 2016. Chinese Economic Statecraft:
Commercial Actors, Grand Strategy, and State Control.
Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

1 New York Post. (2025). How 'eating bitterness' has
pushed China's enraged workers to the brink. [online]
Available at:
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[Accessed 4 May 2025].
1 Liao, J., 2023. China’s strategic culture and foreign

policy decisionmaking. Beijing: Tsinghua University

Press.

South Asia’s volatile geopolitics, Beijing’s foreign
policy decisions are calibrated to resonate with
domestic audiences while mitigating risks to internal
cohesion.'” This section examines how China
navigates its domestic stability concerns, analyzing the
interplay of public sentiment, economic priorities,
and nationalist narratives in shaping its role in the
Pakistan-India crisis.'™

China’s economic slowdown, with GDP growth
projected at 4.5% in 2025, heightens domestic
pressure to justify overseas investments like the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).'” Public
scrutiny of CPEC’s returns is amplified on platforms
like Weibo, where netizens question the allocation of
resources to Pakistan amidst domestic challenges such
as youth unemployment.'” The CCP frames CPEC as
a driver of national prestige and global influence,
aligning it with the Belt and Road Initiative’s narrative
of China’s rise.'”” However, economic statecraft in
Pakistan must balance strategic gains with domestic
demands for tangible benefits, as public discontent
could erode the CCP’s legitimacy.'™ Beijing’s
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response includes public diplomacy campaigns
highlighting CPEC’s job creation, though these face
skepticism due to limited transparency.'”’

Nationalist sentiment, fueled by state-controlled
media, shapes public support for China’s assertive
posture in South Asia.''® The Global Times portrays
China’s support for Pakistan as a counter to India’s
alignment with the US, resonating with netizens who
view India as a regional rival.'' This narrative
strengthens domestic backing for military and
diplomatic commitments, such as PLA deployments
in Pakistan-administered ~Kashmir.'"
nationalist fervor risks escalating public expectations,
compelling the CCP to maintain a hardline stance to
avoid appearing weak.'” The CCP carefully manages
this dynamic, using censorship to suppress criticism of
foreign policy costs while amplifying successes to
sustain regime legitimacy.'"*

China’s multi-ethnic society, particularly in Xinjiang,
influences its South Asia policy due to concerns about
cross-border militancy.!”” The CCP fears that
instability in Pakistan could exacerbate security

However,

threats in Xinjiang, where Uyghur militancy remains

19 Khan, A. and Amin, S., 2023. China’s economic
statecraft in South Asia: Opportunities and risks.
Journal of Asian Security and International Affairs, 10(1),
pp. 34-56.

19 Weiss, J.C., 2024. Powerful patriots: Nationalist
protest in China’s foreign relations. New York, NY:
Oxford University Press.

" Zhao, S., 2023. The dragon roars back:
Nationalism and Chinese foreign policy. Asian
Perspective, 47(1), pp. 89-112.
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1414, X. and Zhang, Y., 2023. Social media and public
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of International Politics, 16(2), pp. 195-225.

a concern.''® Public sentiment, shaped by state media,
links regional stability to domestic safety, justifying
China’s security cooperation with Pakistan.'”?
However, social cohesion is strained by economic
disparities, with coastal elites questioning the
prioritization of foreign aid over domestic welfare.
Beijing addresses these tensions through propaganda
emphasizing China’s global responsibility, though
rural discontent persists.'®

China’s involvement in the Pakistan-India conflict
requires a delicate balance between domestic
imperatives and strategic objectives.'” The CCP uses
economic statecraft to bolster Pakistan, but public
sentiment demands accountability for overseas
spending."”® Nationalist narratives support an
assertive foreign policy, yet the risk of over
commitment in a volatile region threatens internal
stability.'”! Beijing mitigates these challenges through
selective transparency, such as showcasing CPEC’s
strategic benefits, while censoring debates that could
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fuel dissent.'”” Longterm, China may explore

trilateral economic initiatives with India and Pakistan
to diffuse domestic criticism and enhance regional
stability.'”’

TOWARDS DEEPER CONVERGENCE:
STRATEGIC PROSPECTS FOR FUTURE
CHINA-PAKISTAN ALIGNMENT
The China-Pakistan strategic partnership, a linchpin
of South Asia’s geopolitical architecture, is poised for
deeper convergence in 2025 amidst the Pakistan-India
conflict."** This alignment, rooted in mutual interests
against India and bolstered by the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), reflects a blend of
economic, military, and diplomatic synergies.'” As
global power dynamics shift, China’s strategic calculus
increasingly relies on Pakistan to counterbalance the
Indo-US nexus.'” This section explores the prospects
for enhanced China-Pakistan alignment, assessing
opportunities, challenges, and theoretical

22 1i, X. and Zhang, Y., 2023. Social media and public
opinion in China’s foreign policy. The Chinese Journal
of International Politics, 16(2), pp. 195-225.
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implications through realist and constructivist
lenses.'*"'*

CPEC remains the economic backbone of China-
Pakistan convergence, with investments exceeding
$70 billion by 2025. China’s focus on renewable
energy and digital infrastructure projects, such as 5G
networks in Gwadar, enhances Pakistan’s connectivity
and economic resilience."” These initiatives align
with Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) goals,
securing access to the Arabian Sea and beyond.'®
However, Baloch insurgent attacks on CPEC projects
necessitate joint security frameworks, potentially
deepening  military  collaboration.”  Sustained
investment and conflict mitigation strategies are
critical to ensuring CPEC’s role as a strategic
anchor."*

China’s military support to Pakistan, including
advanced weaponry like J-20 stealth fighters and joint
naval  exercises, strengthens their strategic
alignment."” The PLA’s reported presence in
Pakistan-administered Kashmir, protecting CPEC
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assets, signals a qualitative shift in bilateral security
ties."* This interdependence counters India’s military
modernization, particularly its Rafael jets and US-
supplied missile systems.'” Yet, risks of entanglement
in Pakistan’s internal conflicts, such as Baloch unrest,
challenge China’s non-interference principle.”®
Future convergence hinges on aligning military
doctrines and managing escalation risks."”’

China and Pakistan’s diplomatic coordination in
forums like the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) amplifies their strategic convergence."®
Beijing’s support for Pakistan’s Kashmir narrative at
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NORMATIVE STANCES AND LEGAL
LEGITIMACY: SOVEREIGNTY, NON-
INTERVENTION; - AND INTERNATIONAL
LAW

China’s strategic engagement in the Pakistan-India
conflict in 2025 is profoundly shaped by its normative
commitments to sovereignty, non-intervention, and
international law, which serve as both ideological
pillars and strategic instruments.'*® These principles
guide Beijing’s diplomatic and legal strategies,
enhancing its global legitimacy while navigating the
volatile South Asian security environment. By
examining China’s legal rhetoric and actions, it
elucidates the tension between normative legitimacy
and pragmatic interests in the conflict arena.'*’
China’s normative emphasis on sovereignty is a
cornerstone of its diplomatic rhetoric, particularly in
endorsing Pakistan’s claims over Kashmir."® Beijing
consistently frames sovereignty as sacrosanct, aligning
with Pakistan’s assertion that external actors, notably
India, must respect its territorial rights.””' This
position reflects China’s historical aversion to foreign
interference, rooted in a realist view of state
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manipulation of norms to balance legal legitimacy
with practical interests."’

China strategically leverages international law in
multilateral forums to legitimize its stance in the
Pakistan-India conflict, particularly through the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) and the
UN Security Council (UNSC).'® In 2025, China uses
SCO summits to promote regional security
frameworks that prioritize sovereignty and non-
intervention,  indirectly  bolstering  Pakistan’s
position.' At the UNSC, China’s veto power
protects Pakistan from sanctions over alleged support
for militant groups, framing such measures as
infringements on state sovereignty.'® This legal
instrumentalism resonates with postcolonial critiques,
which view China’s actions as a challenge to Western-
centric legal norms.'® However, China’s selective
application of legal principles, such as dismissing
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CONCLUSION: SYNTHESIS OF FINDINGS
AND PATHWAYS FORWARD

The synthesis of findings within this study delineates
a complex and dynamic landscape of China’s strategic
posture amidst the heightened tensions of the 2025
Pakistan-India  confrontation. = The  analysis
underscores that China’s approach is characterized by
a deliberate and nuanced calibration of diplomatic,
military, and economic instruments, underpinned by
a resilient commitment to normative principles such
as sovereignty and non-interference. These principles
serve both as ideological foundations and strategic
tools, allowing China to assert legitimacy while
pragmatically advancing its regional interests. The
interplay of normative rhetoric and strategic action
reveals a sophisticated diplomatic calculus designed to
reinforce regional stability and to manage the
associated risks of escalation.

Central to the findings is the recognition that China’s
engagement is driven by a dual objective: to bolster its
alliance with Pakistan and to mitigate tensions with
India—an endeavor that necessitates balancing
assertive support with cautious diplomacy. The
deployment of legal narratives within an institutional
and normative framework indicates an influential
strategy to legitimize sovereignty claims and to shape
regional norms favoring China’s  interests.
Simultaneously, China's economic statecraft—
exemplified through substantial investments in the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
targeted financial support—serves as a critical leverage
mechanism, strengthening regional resilience against
Indian regional dominance while constructing a
security architecture that consolidates China's
influence.

Looking forward, the pathways for China's strategic
engagement are inherently intertwined with regional
and global dynamics. The findings suggest that a
sustainable stability in South Asia will necessitate a
judicious combination of normative adherence and
strategic adaptability. It calls for sustained dialogue
that emphasizes transparent legal practices and
confidence-building measures, potentially facilitated
through SCO-mediated channels, to mitigate

https://carnegieendowment.org/2023/01/24/balan
cingwithout-containment-pub-88846 [Accessed 6
May 2025].

misperceptions and reduce the risk of conflict
escalation. Furthermore, the evolving regional power
constellation demands that China continually refine
its diplomatic and military strategies to navigate the
multipolar security environment effectively.

This synthesis affirms that China’s strategic conduct
in South Asia is not merely a pursuit of material gains
but also an exercise in normative influence—aimed at
constructing a regional order compatible with its long-
term interests and global ambitions. The pathways
forward, therefore, involve a concerted effort to
deepen regional dialogues, reinforce norms of
sovereignty and non-intervention, and promote
transparent, rules-based mechanisms that can mitigate
regional tensions. The insights derived from this study
contribute substantially to understanding the future
contours of China’s regional strategy, emphasizing
that stability in South Asia hinges on a delicate
balancing act integrating normative legitimacy with
pragmatic statecraft within the broader context of an
increasingly contested international order.

RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

In light of the complex analysis offered below, it is
critical that regional and global players take a
nuanced, strategic approach to South Asia's
developing dynamics and China's role within it. The
following proposals aim to improve regional stability,
promote normative legitimacy, and develop
cooperative security frameworks in the face of
complex geopolitical challenges:

> Fostering Transparent Multilateral
Engagements: Regional institutions, such as the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO), should
be mobilized to promote more transparent, inclusive
conversations that prioritize confidence-building
measures over unilateral or hegemonic actions.
Increased transparency in resolving disagreements
and enforcing rules can help to prevent
misperceptions and the danger of escalating conflicts.
> Balancing Normative Principles with
Pragmatic Interests: The international community
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must acknowledge China's purposeful use of
sovereignty rhetoric and normative diplomacy as both
a shield and a sword. Constructive engagement
should attempt to strike a balance between respect for
sovereignty and the promotion of widely accepted
principles of conflict resolution and human security,
therefore establishing normative legitimacy within
pragmatic boundaries.

> Promoting Conflict Mediation through
Neutral Platforms: Given the inherent mistrust
among South Asian players, third-party mediators
must work through unbiased, neutral channels.
Supporting measures that stress mediation over
coercive techniques will allow for true conversation,
which is essential for longterm peace and regional
security.

> Strengthening Economic Interdependence
as a Peace Lever: Economic projects such as the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) are
critical avenues for encouraging convergence, but they
must be complemented with strategic protections to
avoid economic dependence from becoming a source
of vulnerability. Creating diverse economic
relationships and integrating regional economic
cooperation can help to calm geopolitical tensions.

> Deepening Scholarly and Policy Research:
Future study should go beyond standard geopolitical
analysis to include social, cultural, and normative
studies that reveal the underlying forces that shape
regional dynamics. Such an interdisciplinary
approach can result in more complex policy proposals
that address the underlying causes of distrust and
conflict.

> Enhancing Regional and Global Normative
Frameworks: Efforts must be increased to strengthen
international legal norms that protect sovereignty,
human rights, and conflict prevention. The
incorporation of these principles into regional
security architectures can operate as a normative
anchor, deterring unilateral acts that threaten regional
stability.

Monitoring and Adaptation of Strategic Cultures:
States and policy frameworks should combine
ongoing intelligence and strategic culture assessments
to predict behavioral shifts and adjust diplomacy
accordingly. Recognizing the dynamic internal and

external determinants of state behavior enables more
adaptable and responsive diplomatic strategy.

https://theprj.org

| Fahad & Haroon, 2025 | Page 99


pack://file%3a,,root,data,user,0,documents.excel.word.office,files,.tmpint,46bc0f29-10d4-41d6-835a-f63960610bd6.docx/word/styles.xml
pack://file%3a,,root,data,user,0,documents.excel.word.office,files,.tmpint,46bc0f29-10d4-41d6-835a-f63960610bd6.docx/word/settings.xml

