Policy Research Journal

ISSN (E): 3006-7030 ISSN (P) : 3006-7022

Volume 3, Issue 3, 2025

GREEN CATALYSIS IN ORGANIC SYNTHESIS ADVANCING
SUSTAINABLE PATHWAYS FOR ECO-FRIENDLY CHEMICAL

TRANSFORMATIONS

Aamir Rameez !, Muhammad Ziaullah?, Asif Abbas’®, Farah Naz*, Sehrish Rizwana Gulzar®,

Arslan Ahmad®

"LZSA—Centre for Interdisciplinary Research in Basic Science (SA-CIRBS), Faculty of Sciences, International Islamic

University, Islamabad (IIUI), Pakistan

IMS Scholar, University of Education, Lahore, (Faisalabad Campus), Pakistan
*Lecturer Government Girls Degree College Sukkur. PhD Scholar, Shah Abdul Latif University Khairpur, Pakistan
*University of Engineering and Technology Lahore, Pakistan
SInstitute of Chemical and Environmental Engineering. Khwaja Fareed University of Engineering and Information

Technology, Rahim Yar Khan, Pakistan

Taamir.mschm127@iiu.edu.pk, ‘muhammad.mschm126@iiu.edu.pk, *asifabbasdgk1@gmail.com,
*farahmannan786@gmail.com, ’sehrishrizwanagulzar@gmail.com, ®arslan.ahmad0404@gmail.com

Keywords
Green catalysis, organic synthesis,
sustainable chemistry, solventfree

reactions, nano-catalysts, mechano-

chemistry, photo-redox catalysis,
metal-organic frameworks, atom
economy, environmental impact.

Article History

Received on 15 February 2025
Accepted on 15 March 2025
Published on 24 March 2025

Copyright @Author
Corresponding Author: *

Abstract
The development of catalysis processes in green chemistry brought in new

biocatalytic processes which were less harmful in comparison to the traditional
catalytic methods used. The research investigates the use of catalysis methods that
are sustainable and are able to improve efficiency, selectivity, and atom economy
while minimizing the generation of toxic waste and dangerous byproducts
manufactured. Some brand classes of green catalysts are reviewed and these include
biocatalysts,
frameworks (MOFs) Or supercritical CO, and water are used as reaction media
for solventfree and alternative solvent-based catalysis, which also significantly cut

organo-catalysts, heterogeneous catalysts, and metal-organic

down the use of volatile organic solvents. Breakdown of larger particles by vigorous
agitation to form new bonds (mechano-chemical activation) has been enabled. The
use of newer technologies has also widened the horizon of green chemistry with the
use of renewable energy in performing oxidation such as in photoredox catalysis
and electro-catalysis or in reduction and cross coupling reactions using nano-
catalystsWhile it does have its advantages, there is still unsolved issues in
scalability, recyclability of catalysts, and their implementation in industry.
Improvements in Al technology for catalyst design and sustainable nanotechnology
will be required in order to incorporate green catalysis into mass chemical
production. The main aim of this research is to demonstrate the role of green
catalysis in achieving sustainable organic synthesis, the reduction of chemical
processes, and the lowering of the effects industrial chemistry has on the
environment.
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INTRODUCTION

The recent emergence of green catalysis as a new
method in organic synthesis corresponds with the
vigorous shift towards the pattern of sustainable
chemical processes. A classic synthetic approach

employs the usage of dangerous chemicals, toxic
solvents, and high energy synthetic conditions (Kate

et al., 2022), which add further pollution to the

environment and deplete resources.

The need to mitigate waste output and ecological
footprints from industries and researchers alike has
accelerated the focus on the development of catalytic
systems which are green (Sharma et al., 2024). With
the introduction of renewable feedstock and eco-
friendly green catalysts along with energy efficient
reaction conditions, green catalysis opens a new
window in regards to the practice and theory of
sustainable chemistry with an unmatched efficiency
and selectivity in organic transformations (Habib et
al., 2023).

The history of green catalysis can be traced back to
efforts aimed at decreasing the dependence on non-
renewable resources and harmful chemicals (Kamel
& Khattab, 2021). For the case of conventional
catalysts, especially those employing transition metals,
the major issues involve toxicity, limited availability,
and very cumbersome recovery processes (Gholipour
et al.,, 2021). In contrast, green catalytic approaches
focus on the application bio-degradable as well as
non- toxic and recyclable catalysts such as biocatalysts,
organo-catalysts, and heterogeneous catalysts (Ahmad
Ruslan et al. 2021). For example, enzymatic catalysis
has shown to be extremely effective in asymmetric
synthesis where it is possible to achieve high
diastereo-selective at mild reaction conditions
without harmful byproducts. Likewise,

organocatalysts based on natural amino acids and
peptides have attracted attention due to their
capability of catalyzing a large scope of organic
reactions without the adverse effects of metal systems
(Machado et al., 2021).

Besides picking a catalyst, the appropriate choice of a
solvent contributes immensely to the completion of
a chemical transformation in an environmentally
friendly manner (Ameen et al., 2022). Common
organic solvents like aromatic compounds and
chlorinated hydrocarbons are well known for their
detrimental effects on the environment and humans.
As a result, there has been a movement towards the
use of better alternatives (Adam et al., 2024).
Sustainable solvents like water, supercritical carbon
dioxide, and ionic liquids have been studied due to
their lower volatility, higher recyclability, and better
efficiency in chemical reactions. Besides, waste and
exposure to hazardous substances has further been
reduced through the mechano-chemical method of
organic synthesis and being solventfree which do not
require the wuse of toxic solvents. These
improvements are beneficial not only for the
sustainability of catalytic processes, but also for the
economic efficiency of extensive industrial uses

(Rubab et al., 2022).
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Implementation of novel technologies has brought
forth new developments in green catalysis focused on
efficiency and sustainability (Piermatti et al., 2021).
For example, flow chemistry has allowed for the
continuous processing of reactions with a lower
reagent and increased safety. The use of light to
energize a chemical process, known as photo-redox
catalysis, has considerably gained attention for
helping reduce the reliance on strong reagents and
external energy (Ali et al., 2024). The incorporation
of nanotechnology into the designing of catalysts
created deeper avenues for green catalysis which
resulted in very active, durable, and easy to use nano-
catalysts. These efforts continue to highlight the
attempts made  towards  refining  catalytic

\

methodologies and reducing their environmental
impacts (Kar et al., 2021).'

As green catalysis develops further, its uses in the
fine metals, medicines, and agrochemicals prove its
importance for sustainable organic synthesis (Dagar
et al., 2021). The adoption of green catalytic
principles in industrial and academic scientific
activity has marked the beginning of a new era in
chemical production, one where efficiency and
responsibility to the environment work hand-in-hand
(Borah & Chowhan, 2022). By practicing atom
economy, waste and energy depletion, green catalysis
is changing the landscape of organic synthesis to
better support ecofriendly transformations fulfilling
robust global sustainability targets (Dandia et al.,
2022).
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Fundamentals of Green Catalysis

Green catalysis encompasses a variety of concepts
from organic synthesis, as it allows catalysts to
perform a chemical transformation while decreasing
activation energy and improving reaction efficiency.
Accomplishing catalysts within the context of green
chemistry, it is possible to distinguish homogeneous,
heterogeneous, and biocatalysts, which correspond to
certain sustainability and applicability characteristics.
Homogeneous catalysts, generally organometallic
complexes or small organic compounds, provide high
selectivity and efficiency of catalytic transformation.
Nonetheless, they create difficulties for recovery and
reuse (Kumar et al., 2024). Heterogeneous catalysts,
including metal oxides and supported nanoparticles,
have better recyclability and are easier to separate,
thus, they are more favorable for industrial
applications (Choudhary et al., 2025). Biocatalysts,
such as enzymes and whole-cell systems, constitute an
exceptionally sustainable alternative owing to their
remarkable specificity, mild operating conditions,
and biodegradability (Osman et al., 2024).

Identification of these catalysts is important in

determining their environmental impact and their
alignment to sustainable synthetic methodologies.
For an environmentally friendly catalyst, there are a
few important aspects that need to be achieved: it
should be biodegradable, recyclable and non-toxic.
Biodegradable catalysts like enzyme-based organo-
catalysts and those coming from renewable sources
can help mitigate chemical waste and lower the
potential harm to the environment in the long term
(Kumar et al., 2024). Another important aspect is
recyclability, especially in the case of heterogeneous
catalysts which are easily separated and reused
without drastic loss of activity (Ameta & Ameta,
2023). Non-toxic catalysts, particularly people
unfriendly like those devoid of heavy metals or toxic
ligands, not only avert contamination of the
products but also reduce the chances of being
exposed to harmful substances. Addressing these
concepts guarantees that these catalytic processes
follow the basic principles of green chemistry,
particularly in organic synthesis, its environmental
impact is reduced.
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A catalyst’s efficiency and selectivity depend on its
mechanistic pathways which control reaction kinetics
and product distribution. As pointed out by Wang et
al. (2024), the catalytic efficiency is determined
primarily by the catalyst's capability to stabilize
transition states, reduce activation barriers, and
increase the reaction rates under mild conditions. In
contrast, selectivity ensures that the desired products
are achieved while side reactions are minimized, thus
reducing waste and improving atom economy
(Hamidinasab et al., 2023). Baker et al. (2020)
articulate that, in asymmetric synthesis, biocatalysts
and chiral organo-catalysts enable high enantio-
selectivity without the use of toxic metal complexes.
Having this knowledge helps to rationally design
catalysts efficiency  while
upholding sustainability.

The continual innovation on green catalysts still
improves the balance between efficiency and
environmental impact while enhancing safety and
sustainability in chemical procedures. The ease with
which green catalysis can be applied in industry and
pharmacy has been improved due to developments
in nano-catalysis, photo-catalysis, and bioinspired
catalytic systems (Singh et al., 2022). Efforts are
being made to merge ecofriendly and high-
performance synthesis by optimization in catalyst
design and reaction conditions. There is no doubt
that ecoAfriendly catalysis will be applied widely with
the development of green organic
synthesis methods like flow chemistry and mechano-
chemistry, which will make sure that economic and

ensuring maximum

innovative

environmental concerns will be incorporated into
future chemical processes.

Types of Green Catalysts in Organic Synthesis
Biocatalysts: Enzymes and Microbial Catalysts

The use of biocatalysts, such as enzymes and
microbial catalysts, has been noted with growing
interest in the area of “green organic synthesis”
because of their wunparalleled specificity and
capability of working at mild reaction conditions.
These catalysts effectively stabilize transition states
and. encourage bond formation or cleavage in a
sustainable way (Alvi et al., 2022). Their use in
synthesis is particularly important
because they can produce enantio-merically pure
compounds with high precision. Enzymes commonly
used in selective organic transformations, such as
lipases, oxidoreductases, and hydrolases, are
responsible for esterifications, oxidations, and
hydrolysis reactions (Kumar et al., 2022). The
environmental impact of these catalysts, in terms of
biocompatibility and biodegradability, are in perfect
harmony with the principles of green chemistry
which makes them ideal candidates for sustainable
chemical processes.

asymmetric

Organo-catalysts: Self-Contained Organic Molecule

Catalysts
The small organic molecules known as
organocatalysts represent a relative novelty in

catalytic chemistry because they do not use (metallic)
catalysts, which carry the risk of contamination or
even toxicity. The natural small-molecule
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catalysts proline and the alkaloids of cinchona are
vital participants in numerous enantioselective
transformations by forming hydrogen bonds or ionic
interactions that stabilize intermediates (Jiang et al.,
2021). These catalysts have been used predominantly
in asymmetric synthesis employing aldol, Michael,
and Mannich reactions because they are able to
achieve remarkable stereo-selectivity (Wang et al.,
2022). The reduction of waste and the possibility to
recover and reuse the catalysts makes organo-catalysts
more sustainable and reinforces their importance in
environmentally benign synthetic methodologies.

Heterogeneous Catalysts: Catalysts in the form of
MOFs and Solid Supports

Heterogeneous catalysts such as metal-organic
frameworks (MOFs) and solid supported catalysts
have noteworthy benefits in green chemistry for their
recyclability, stability, and ease of separation from
reaction mixtures. MOFs, which consist of a metal
core and organic linkers, are great porous materials
due to their high surface area and tunable catalytic
sites for many organic transformations (Castiello et
al., 2023). Palladium on carbon and acid containing
silica are solid supported catalysts that help in cross-
coupling reactions as well as oxidation and reduction
processes while conserving solvents and reagents
(Rodygin et al., 2021). Fixing active sites onto solid
supports increases reaction rates while decreasing
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leaching, which is beneficial economically and
environmentally in sustainable synthesis.

Ligand-Based Systems and Homogeneous Catalysts
Watersoluble metal complexes with ligands, in
particular, constitute yet another category of effective
gréen catalysts that permit efficient and selective
chemical transformations - some homogeneous
catalysts. Constructing ecoAfriendly green ligands
with increased catalytic activity has propelled
sustainable catalysis development (Maji et al., 2021).
The use of harmful organic solvents is minimized
with the use of ruthenium and palladium catalysts,
which are soluble in water, as they enable reactions
to take place in aqueous media (Shakya et al., 2023).
These catalysts are extensively used in the reactions
of hydrogenation, oxidation, and the formation of
C-C compounds, helping in making industrial
processes greener. The application of ligand-based
systems with renewable feedstock’s and non-harmful
reaction conditions enhance the environmentally
friendly approach to catalysis in organic synthesis.

Solvent-Free and Alternative Solvent-Based Green
Catalysis

Solvent-Free Organic Synthesis through Mechano-
chemical Reactions

Mason, Zeller, and Dunn propose that mechano-
chemistry may also be applied towards green catalysis
for the reason that it permits solventfree organic
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synthesis, utilizing only mechanical energy to effect
chemical changes. This approach greatly alleviates
the issues posed by organic solvents which are often
classified as waste and pollution (Dam et al., 2023).
Mechano-chemistry is quite effective in forming C-C
bonds, synthesizing peptides and performing
cycloadditions. As an example, in the absence of
solvent, aldol condensation between benzaldehyde
and acetone using proline as catalyst can easily be
performed under ball-milling conditions to obtain f3-
hydroxy ketone products in high yields (Equation 1).
C6H5CHO+CH3COCH3—Proline, Ball MillingC6
H5CH(OH)CH2COCH3

Furthermore, James, Miller, and Williams report that
in addition to methyl ester bond formation,
mechano-chemical amino acid derivatives and
carbodimide activating agents bond formation was
accomplished without solvents, lowering the amount
of dangerous reagents required for solution-phase
peptide synthesis (Flourat et al., 2023).

Sustainable Ionic Liquid and scCO2 Solvents

Both supercritical carbon dioxide (scCO,) and ionic
liquids (ILs) have been shown to serve as solvents
while reducing the emission of volatile organic
compounds (VOC) as well as increasing catalysis
including. The ability of supercritical CO, to
dissolve both polar and non-polar substrates makes it
easy to carry out oxidation and hydrogenation
reactions while facilitating easy catalyst recovery
(Nazeri et al.,, 2022). The use of palladium based
catalysts for the hydrogenation of olefins in scCO, is
a well-known case, where high conversion rates are
achieved with low effort (Equation 2).
C6H10+H2—Pd/scCO2C6H12

Imidazolium salts and phosphonium salts form ionic
liquids which, due to their organic cations and
inorganic anions, possess tunable physicochemical
properties that can be utilized in a wide range of
catalytic tasks. Studies have proven their usefulness
in oxidation reactions such as the oxidation of
alcohols with the assistance of TEMPO (2,2,6,6-
tetramethylpiperidine 1l-oxyl) in ionic liquid that
minimizes solvent waste and undesirable byproducts

(Borah & Chowhan, 2021).

Using Water as a Green Solvent in Catalysis
Organic chemistry transformations that are mediated
by water are considered greener because water is non-
toxic, non-Hlammable, and readily available. Still,
there are difficulties like the low solubility of organic
reactants as well as deactivation of the catalyst (Dutta,
2023). Even with these challenges, aqueous-phase
catalysis has been successfully performed in
esterification, aldol reactions, and hydrolysis. An
example of water serving as a green solvent is the
esterification of acetic acid with ethanol in water
catalyzed by sulfonic acid functionalized catalysts.
(Equation 3)

CH3COOH+CH3CH20OH—H20, CatalystCH3C
OOCH2CH3+H20

The use of L-proline as an organo-catalyst in aqueous
aldol reactions has produced promising results with
Zhang et al, 2018 noting that B-hydroxy ketones are
formed with high stereoselectivity and mild
conditions. These advances demonstrate how water
based catalysis has the ability to replace hazardous
organic solvents without sacrificing the efficiency of
the reaction.

Future Perspectives in Alternative Solvent-Based
Green Catalysis

The. merging of solventfree strategies with other
green solvents in organic synthesis constitutes a
major advancement towards the sustained use of
chemicals. Ongoing work in catalyst engineering,
solvent recovery, and reaction conditions will
improve the adoption of these approaches further.
Ahmad et al. (2024), noted that, the combination of
mechano-chemistry with supercritical fluids, ionic
liquids, and aqueous phase catalysis will be
important for designing environmentally friendly
synthetic methods in the future.

Emerging Technologies in Green Catalysis
Chemistry in Progress and Continuous Catalytic
Engineering

Flow chemistry has transformed organic synthesis
through continuous catalytic processes that are more
efficient, scalable, and less wasteful. Flow chemistry
allows for more precise control over reaction
parameters, which improves catalytic performance
and selectivity, by contrast to batch reactions. Flow
reactors have been employed in pharmaceutical
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synthesis for the catalytic hydrogenation of alkenes.
Palladium catalysts are able to convert the substrates

&
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RCH=CHR+H2—Pd/C, Flow ReactorRCH2CH2R
The implementation of continuous catalytic
processes to the production of fine chemicals has
practically reduced the consumption of reagents and
the generation of waste byproducts, in line with
green chemistry principles. These developments
render flow chemistry a cornerstone technology for
green organic synthesis (Murugana et al., 2025).

Photoredox Catalysis and Electrocatalysis

Organic  transformations employing renewable
energies such as visible light and electricity in low
reaction temperature conditions are made possible
by photoredox catalysis and electrocatalysis. These
methods help eliminate the use of harsh reagents
and lessens the energy used (Gao et al., 2023).
During photoredox catalysis, efficient photocatalysts
for oxidation and reduction reactions include
transition metals such as ruthenium and iridium
polypyridyl complexes. An example of this is the
photochemical reduction of aryl halides by catalysis
of Ru(bpy)s2* (Equation 2).

Ar-X+e-—Ru(bpy)32+ hvAr+X-

Likewise, electro-catalysis allows for the oxidation of
alcohols to aldehydes by means of electrochemical
processes with the aid of nontoxic catalysts and
electricity, as opposed to the traditional
stoichiometric oxidants (Gao et al., 2023), which is a

to the desired products with little to no solvent waste
(Equation 1).
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step towards the implementation of more energy-
efficient catalytic transformations of processes.

Nano-Catalysts and Sustainable Nanochemistry
Nano-catalysts containing metal and non-metal
nanoparticles have shown great efficiency as catalysts
because of their high surface area to volume ratio
and adjustable reactivity. Green policies for the
synthesis of nano-catalysts, including plant-mediated
systems and the use of biodegradable polymers, have
been introduced to reduce the environmental
burden (Murugana et al., 2025). A wellknown
example is the catalytic activity of gold nanoparticles
(AuNPs) in selective oxidation reactions, where they
convert benzyl alcohol to benzaldehyde at low
temperatures (Equation 3).
C6H5CH20H+1202—AuNPsC6H5CHO+H20
Other non-metal nano-catalysts also include
sustainable carbon-based materials that are known to
catalyze hydrogenation as well as the formation of C-
C bonds with high efficiency and easy recovery
(Kumar et al., 2024). These discoveries strengthen
the position of nano-chemistry in the creation of
green catalytic frameworks.
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Prospective Developments in Green Catalysis
Technologies

Cadidate technologies combining new catalytic
processes are forecasted to revolutionize sustainable
chemical synthesis in industrial and academic
domains. The combination of flow chemistry,
photoredox catalysis, electrocatalysis, and
nanocatalysts will further catalyze innovations in
green chemistry, substituting the use of protective
reagents as well as employing energydemanding
techniques. Advances will concentrate on improving
the lifetime of the catalyst, reaction efficiency, and
the range of applications of green catalysis to various
chemical transformations.

Comparative Analysis of Green Catalysis vs.
Conventional Catalysis

Environmental Impact Assessment of Processes
that are Catalytic in Nature, Either Green or
Traditional

Understanding factors such as sustainability
concerns, waste and pollution management offers
the dire assessment of the effects of catalytic
processes. Traditional catalysis usually includes the
use of toxic metal catalysts, solvents, and other
conditions that are intensive in energy leading to the
production of waste and pollution of the
environment (Flourat et al., 2023). For example,
toluene or dichloromethane are organic solvents that
are often used for cross-coupling reactions that are
catalyzed by palladium. These compounds lead to
emissions of volatile organic compounds and the
development of dangerous waste. On the other hand,
green catalysis makes use of water and ionic liquids
as solvents, while heterogeneous catalysts that leach
metals and are non-toxic and easily recyclable are
used. Equation 1 below illustrates a representative
reaction of a green catalytic process solvent being
water:

Ar-X+R-B(OH)2—Pd/C, H2ZOAr-R+HX

Green catalysis aids to go a long way in achieving
sustainable chemical manufacturing objectives
through the large reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions during the catalytic processes and
implementation of  environmentally  friendly

conditions (Borah & Chowhan, 2021).

Benchmark Reaction Selectivity, Yield, and
Efficiency

The efficiency, yield, and selectivity of a reaction are
fundamental aspects of economical green catalytic
processes. Lipases and oxidoreductases, for example,
are  biocatalysts  that  catalyze  asymmetric
transformations under mild conditions with high
enantio-selectivity,  thereby = lowering  energy
requirements  (Dutta,  2023).  Proline, an
organocatalyst, has been shown to achieve excellent
yields and stereoselectivity in asymmetric aldol
reactions absent of transition metals (Equation 2).
RCHO+CH3COCH3—Proline, HZORCH(OH)CH
3COCH3

Safer and more efficient equals organocatalysts
Hendricks, increases List mention these dreadful
conditions of Lewis acid catalysts, these need
Anhydrous conditions, surrounded by poisonous
solvents, for example, so jump forward and take care
of enantioselective synthesis (List, 2019). As well as
safety, green catalyst's ability to function under
ambient conditions makes processes much more
efficient.

Life Cycle Assessment, E-Factor, Atom Economy
The atom economy, environmental factor (E-factor),
and life-cycle assessment (LCA) metrics contribute to
giving a fuller understanding of how green catalysis
works. The efficiency of atom economy utilization in
a reaction is given, the higher atom economy is
obtained from green catalytic processes than
traditional methods (Nazeri et al.,, 2022). Green
catalysis responsible LCA result E-Factor, remaining
waste reactant of product is substantially less in green
catalysis and why there is less byproduct (Equation 3).
E-factor=Mass of wasteMass of desired product

The EAfactor is defined as the mass of waste versus
the mass of the desired product. Furthermore, LCA
looks at the environmental consequences of the
catalytic operation throughout its entire life cycle,
including raw material extraction and product
disposal. Research indicates that green catalysts,
especially heterogeneous and biocatalysts, are less
environmentally harmful than homogeneous metal
catalysts (Hamidinasab et al, 2023). With the
implementation of these sustainability parameters,
green catalysis enables further development toward
low-impact and efficient chemical processes.
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Applications of Green Catalysis in Pure Chemistry-
Based Studies

Cross-Coupling Reactions and Green Catalysis

The implementation of green catalysis has greatly
enhanced the sustainability of bond formation. C-C
bonds are formed during cross-coupling reactions,
which contain other more complex reactions such as
Suzuki-Miyaura and Heck reactions. These reactions
utilize palladium catalysts and organic solvents that
are hazardous (Miura & Satoh, 2019). The waste and
toxicity of these reactions can be minimized by
employing water as the solvent and using green
ligands or heterogeneous catalysts. Equation 1
depicts a representative Suzuki-Miyaura reaction
performed in water as a green solvent.
Ar-X+R-B(OH)2—Pd/C, H2OAr-R+HX
Advancements in the organic synthesis of chemicals
have improved the use of atom economy while

Uses in Hydro-functionalization, Reduction, and
Oxidation Reactions.

Organic oxidations and reductions are some of the
most basic and common steps in organic synthesis,
usually using toxic metal oxidants or reducing agents.
In their place, “green” catalytic options like enzyme
facilitated oxidation and heterogeneous catalysis
hydrogenation  are more effective and
environmentally friendly (Hamidinasab et al., 2023).
An example is the substitution of chromium-based
oxidants with water-soluble iron catalysts for aerobic
oxidation reactions.

R-CH2-OH+O2—Fe-TAML, H2O2R-CHO+H20
Likewise, supported metal catalysts or biocatalysts
green hydrogenation are less expensive because they
don't require high-pressure hydrogen gas (Jessop,
2019). The addition of functional groups to
unsaturated bonds is hydro-functionalization, which

Correlation between green chemistry principle and enzymatic catalysis

Mild Reaction

Enzyme clysis

conditions

reducing environmental burdens by developing green
methodologies. Recently, green methods that do not
use transition metals, which are known to be highly
toxic, have been reported. C-C bond formation is
now made possible with the use of metalfree
organocatalysts (Murugana et al., 2025).

is also ionization-metathesis and is where green
catalysts like water-compatible Lewis acids and
organo-catalysts are used; high selectivity and low
byproduct formation are achieved.
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Heterocyclic and Pharmaceutical Synthesis with
Sustainable Catalysis

Pharmaceutical drugs usually include heterocyclic
compounds; thus, green catalysis has had a
significant impact on the pharmacological industry
by both increasing efficiency and decreasing the
environmental impact during the syntesis of
heterocyclic compounds. In traditional methods of
heterocyclic synthesis, strong acids or poisonous
organic solvents are needed, whereas on more
contemporary green catalytic methods benign
conditions, such as aqueous-phase catalysis,
microwave, or biocatalysis, are employed (Gao et al.,
2023). For instance, quinoline’s one-pot oxidation
and condensation process green catalytic synthesis is
represented in Equation 3.
Aniline+Aldehyde+Catalyst—H20,02Quinoline+H
20

Heterocyclic compounds are also essential in drug
design, and stereo-selective catalysis is another
important step where green catalysts, e.g. organo-
catalysts, allow for enantiomer synthesis in high yield
and purity. For example, in asymmetric aldol
reactions, proline-derivatives are used for the
synthesis of pharmaceuticals and optically active
intermediates are efficiently accessible (Nazeri et al.,
2022). These results are illustrations of green
catalytic strategies in chemical reactions providing
sustainability ~ while achieving  high-quality
performance.

Challenges and Future Perspectives

Barriers to Expansion and Industrial Adoption
While green catalysis offers many benefits to the
environment, expanding their use in industry is
particularly challenging. Many catalytic systems,
particularly biocatalysts and organo-catalysts, usually
do not possess the required robustness for the large
scale production because of their stability, substrate
specificity, and operational conditions (Flourat et al.,
2023). Moreover, heterogeneous catalysts, though
recyclable, often lose their activity over several cycles
because of leaching or deactivation. For instance, in
the case of large-scale Suzuki coupling reactions, Pd
leaching from heterogeneous catalysts often leads to
contamination and loss in catalyst efficacy.

Ar-X+R-B(OH)2—Pd/CAr-R+HX

To resolve these challenges, researchers are
investigating solventfree mechanochemical reactions
and continuous flow processes, which are purported
to be more efficient and minimize catalyst
degradation (Borah & Chowhan, 2021). Nonetheless,
for widespread industrial application, reaction
parameters, robust catalyst recovery options, and
policy support for moving away from conventional
methodologies towards greener ones still need to be

addressed.

Creating Recyclable Catalysts and Designing
Catalysts with Al Tools

Both the enhancement of catalyst recyclability and
their operational life span continues to be an area of
focus in sustainable chemistry. The introduction of
new catalysts’  matrices, like  metal-organic
frameworks (MOFs) and  covalent organic
frameworks (COFs), has been shown to provide high
catalytic activity and easy recovery for reuse (Gao et
al., 2023). For example, one of the best examples of
aerobic oxidation is a recyclable iron-based MOF
catalyst, which demonstrates high efficiency in
organic transformations.

R-CH2-OH+O2—Fe-MOF, H2ZOR-CHO+H20
Other innovative Al applications in catalysis are also
very. encouraging. Machine learning algorithms can
identify optimal compositions of catalysts, conditions
of the reactions, and even the potential for their
recycling, which tremendously speeds up the creation
of efficient green catalysts (Dutta, 2023). The use of
Al also streamlines the search for non-precious and
cheaper catalytic metals, which greatly benefits the
environment and the economy.

The Future of Green Catalysis in Synthetic
Chemistry

The future of green catalysis looks promising in
synthetic chemistry because it will facilitate the shift
to less energy consuming and more eco-friendly
processes. Future efforts will be directed toward
innovative bioinspired catalysts, electro-catalytic and
photocatalytic systems that utilize renewable energy,
and multi-mechanism hybrid catalytic platforms with
high degree of specificity (Murugana et al., 2025).
The biggest problem to solve is how to implement
these new catalytic approaches into industrial

https://theprj.org

| Rameezet al., 2025 |

Page 530


https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-7030
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3006-7022

Policy Research Journal
ISSN (E): 3006-7030 ISSN (P) : 3006-7022

Volume 3, Issue 3, 2025

practice and remain competitive in terms of
efficiency and cost.

Furthermore, international sustainability programs
combined with tougher regulations will encourage
industries to use cleaner catalysts. The synergism
between mechano-chemistry, Al optimization, and
novel generation catalyst creation can make adoption
of green catalysis the new norm in organic synthesis.
Improved efficiency, enhanced recyclability, and
scalability of catalysts will enable green catalysis to
contribute significantly in sustainable chemical
transformations and  in  minimizing  the
environmental impact of the chemical industry.

Conclusion

In the last few decades, green catalysis has developed
an essential approach for organic synthesis due to the
necessity for sustainable and green chemical
transformations. Biocatalysts, organo-catalysts, and
heterogeneous catalysts have measurably improved
the reduction of waste and hazardous waste, reaction
selectivity, and atom economy. Environmental
friendliness have also been addressed with the
introduction of economically supercritical solvents,
such as CO, and water, and solventfree mechano-
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